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A Letter from Joe Shay, Mayor 2002-2012
To the residents of Sherrill:
As I sat down to write this, it was hard to believe that twelve years had passed. I would like to thank all of you for supporting me during the elections that I was involved in and all of our city employees and volunteers for their dedication and the hard work that they perform every day.  Our employees make up one of the most dedicated and professional workforces that I have had the pleasure of working with.
Since my start on the Commission, our city has gone through many changes.  We have experienced some of the same trends as other communities in different parts of the state and around the country due to the local and international economy.  The downsizing of Oneida Limited hit all of us close to home.  Generations of our families worked at the company and it was a big part of the City of Sherrill.  Slowly the Oneida Limited property has taken on new life with small businesses employing people in our community. The City of Sherrill stepped up to the plate and purchased the CAC clubhouse and this space has proven to be a real asset to Sherrill residents and the Town of Vernon. 
I have traveled the world and we are truly lucky to live here in Sherrill where we have top notch services for our tax dollar.  From my family to yours, I thank you for the opportunity to serve.  We wish you good health and many years of happiness here in our great city.

Sincerely,

Joe Shay, Mayor 2002-2012

Historical Happenings From Craig Crowell, Historian
-In 1962 there was a plan put forth to relocate Route 5 through Sherrill. One hand was saying that it might be accomplished within “the next five years" while another said that it was not going to be done.  The proposed plan would have Route 5 run a line near the top of Christian Hill.  The state was quoted as saying that widening Route 5 through the city would cost about $1 million dollars per mile while a new route would only cost about half that. The bottom line of all this is that nothing ever came to pass.
-Steve Peek, who was executive vice-president of the Oneida Ltd. Community Associated Clubs for many years and who died in 1991, was recently named to the St. Lawrence University Sports Hall of Fame.  At one time Steve pitched for the New York Yankees.
-In 1955, Oneida Ltd. constructed a new building to make jet blades for aircraft.  In 1959 they began the production of Melamine dinnerware. In 1920 employees presented a new car to William (Billy) Life, endeared personnel manager for OL.
-Rev. Berl A. Lewis became pastor of the Sherrill Cooperating churches (Plymouth and Park Methodist) in 1948.  He served in that capacity until 1963. 

-In 1954 the VVS FFA received $3,000 worth of machinery from the Sherrill city garage (Hartman T. Oatman).
-In 1962 three “youngsters” with a total age of 214 years, aided Fred Chesebro in putting hay into his barn.
Notes and News from “The Hall”
-City Commission meetings are at City Hall in the City Court room on the 2nd and 4th Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m.  The schedule may fluctuate June, July and August.  Contact City Hall or check the city website for the updated summer schedule.  
-2011 marks the end of an era of sorts.  Mayor Joe Shay did not seek re-election in November and is leaving the City Commission after 12 years of service, the last 10 as the City’s mayor.  Additionally, Dr. Bill Brewer did not seek re-election and will “retire” from the City Commission after 9 plus years of dedicated service.  We wish the two of them the very best in whatever their future endeavors bring.  Welcome to the two newest members of the City Commission, Michael Hennessy and Patrick Hubbard.  They took office January 1, 2012.  The City Commission will decide upon a new Mayor at their first meeting in January.  That result was not available as this went to press.  The current City Commission is comprised of the following individuals:


William Vineall, Dep. Mayor
361-5375


Jeffrey Gilbert
363-9654


Michael Hennessy
363-0307


Patrick Hubbard
363-3379


Jason Merrill
361-5242

-The 2012 City budget was passed at the December 12th public hearing.  The tax rate remains at $7.02 per $1,000 of assessment for the sixth year in a row.   Tax bills will be mailed out the first of March and are due March 31 without penalty.  Additionally the water and sewer rates remained as well with no increase from 2011.  2012 marks the first year that the City of Sherrill (along with all other municipals and school districts) was required to work within the Property Tax Cap legislation passed in 2011 by the New York State Legislature.  Sherrill was fortunate enough in 2012 to not have to increase the taxes and thus stayed below any Tax Cap limitation.  The City will continue to look into the future and explore all options to continue to provide current public services that residents have become accustomed to while working within the Tax Cap guidelines.
-City Planning Board meetings are at City Hall on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00pm.

-The Sherrill Power & Light’s Utility Board meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 3:30pm at City Hall.

-The Sherrill-Kenwood Water District’s Board meets at City Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 8:30am.
Department of Motor Vehicles at Sherrill City Hall

Second and Fourth Thursdays, 10:00am-2:00pm
All individuals are encouraged to use the Department of Motor Vehicles satellite office at Sherrill City Hall.  The satellite office offers most services including new car registrations and registration renewals, snowmobile and boat registrations, driver's license renewals, and license plate services.  If you visit the satellite office in Sherrill and they are unable to meet your needs they can expedite services in Rome or Utica so you won't have to wait in line.  The satellite office is offered by Oneida County and offers personal and convenient service.  Stop by with any questions or call (315) 790-8388 or (315) 363-2440.    

Ice Skating
The ice skating rink will be open weather permitting!

 If you see the STOP sign the ice is not fit to skate on and the rink is closed.  Skating with hockey sticks and puck passing, etc. can be done at times when the rink is not crowded.  Hockey games are not allowed on the rink at anytime.  All skating is at your own risk.  
The Rotary building will generally be open the following hours:   
Monday-Thursday, 3:00pm-9:00pm
Fridays, 3:00pm-10:00pm
Saturdays, 11:00am-10:00pm
Sundays, 12:00pm-9:00pm
Youth Center Reminder
Children who are attending Youth Center at the CAC must sign in.  Parents, please make sure your children are signing in to Youth Center each night they attend.
Assessor’s News
March 1, 2012 is the deadline this year for filing certain property tax exemption applications with the Assessor’s office.  Many exemptions do not automatically renew each year.  Two of these are the Senior Citizen’s exemption and the Enhanced STAR (School Tax Relief Program) exemption, which both require annual renewal applications and proof of qualifying income levels.

The Senior Citizen’s exemption, with far lower income limits than the Enhanced STAR exemption, is normally based on the previous year’s income.  Therefore, if you are interested in the Senior Citizen’s exemption, you must provide proof of your 2011 income.  Form SS 1099 (Social Security) is one of the documents, in addition to tax returns, often needed to prove your income level.  Please remember to bring in receipts for your out-of-pocket unreimbursed medical and prescription expenses.  They are used to reduce your income.  Allowed out-of-pocket expenses include dental, health insurance premium payments, eyeglasses, hearing aids and others as defined by the Internal Revenue Service. 
The Enhanced STAR only qualification is based upon age 65 in 2012 and 2010 income.  Those applying for a new or renewed Enhanced STAR exemption may elect to participate in a voluntary program whereby the Assessor’s office is automatically notified in future years by the State regarding the income eligibility of the applicant(s).  This “automatic” process is only useful for those filing New York State income tax returns.  Applications for the so-called “Income Verification Program” are available at the Assessor’s office.  This “automatic” process cannot be used for any other income-related exemption application such as and including the Senior Citizen’s exemption application.
The Basic STAR property tax exemption, although very easy to qualify for (no income limit for instance), must be applied for, although renewal is not necessary.  If you have recently purchased a residence in Sherrill or have not previously applied for the Basic STAR exemption, you may qualify for this significant property tax exemption designed to lower your school tax bill.  The residence MUST be your primary residence to qualify for Basic STAR.

Bob Comis, Assessor for the City of Sherrill, has established the following dates and times to process exemptions by the March 1st deadline:  January 25, 26, 30 & 31 and February 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, & 17 from 9:00am-12:00pm; Also, February 27, 28, & 29 from 9:00am-12:00pm.  If changes to the schedule are needed they will be posted on the City’s website www.sherrillny.org.  In addition, he is at Sherrill City Hall Monday through Friday and would be available for an appointment if that were more convenient for you. Contact Bob at City Hall, 363-2440.

For those property owners considering construction this upcoming year, you are welcome to meet with Bob and discuss the potential change to your City assessed value.
Department of Public Works Reminders:  

-Residents are asked to note the following 2012 date changes for garbage pick-up.

Normal Pick-up date

New Pick-up date
2/20 (Monday)

2/21 (Tuesday)
5/28 (Monday)

5/29 (Tuesday)

7/4 (Wednesday)

7/5 (Thursday)
9/3 (Monday)


9/4 (Tuesday)

11/12 (Monday)

11/13 (Tuesday)
Additionally, garbage pick-up in the Village of Vernon changes from Thursday, July 5 to Tuesday, July 3 and Thursday, November 22 to Tuesday, November 20.

-The City Transfer Station is open on Saturdays, 8:00am-1:00pm until the spring.  The city also plans a curbside white goods pickup this spring.  Watch in the next city newsletter for more details.
- Please note that it is now illegal to knowingly dispose of rechargeable batteries.  Battery makers are required to collect and recycle spent rechargeables at no cost to customers.  
Sherrill-Kenwood Fire Department Reminders:  

-Please be careful of fire hydrants when shoveling and plowing and please do not throw snow onto them.  We extend a special thank you to all who conscientiously keep city fire hydrants clear of snow.  
-Ashes from your fireplace and woodstove can remain hot for days and thus, can be very dangerous if placed with the garbage.  Ashes may be brought to the Public Works Garage at no charge or they can be spread on your garden.

Police Department Reminders:

-Please remember to keep the doors of your vehicle locked at all times.

-There is no soliciting without a permit from City Hall.  
-There is no overnight parking on city streets, November 1-April 30, 2:00am-7:00am.
-Please let the police department know if you are going on vacation so you can be added to their premise check list.

Power &Light Reminders: 

- Electrical emergencies should be reported to Sherrill Power & Light at (315) 363-0780.  This number is available 24 hours per day, seven days a week. 

-Please let us know if you have special needs (medical or otherwise) that place you in particular danger in the event of electrical service interruptions.  We will attempt to address your needs before those of others without special circumstances.  Call (315) 363-0780 to report your situation.
Sherrill Restaurants, Businesses and Organizations

All are invited to submit brochures, information, and coupons to City Hall to be included in a new resident welcome pack.  

Plymouth Alliance Church: All are invited to worship at 10:30 each Sunday morning.  Please call Rev. Kurt Johnson at the Church office with questions, (315) 363-5642.
Yankee Ltd:  While supply lasts!!!  Receive a faux pearl necklace and earring set at Yankee Ltd with a $75.00 purchase of ladies apparel and/or accessories.
Sherrill American Legion Post 230 Upcoming Events:
-January 29 9:00am-12:30pm, Brunch sponsored by Sherrill Post 230 Bowlers
-February 12 9:00am-12:30pm, Brunch sponsored by Sherrill Post 230 Ladies Auxiliary
-March 18 9:00am-12:30pm, Brunch sponsored by Sherrill Post 230
-April 1 9:00am-12:30pm, Brunch Sponsored by Sherrill Post 230 Sons of the American Legion 
-April 7 1:00pm-3:00pm, Kids Easter Party 
*Call (315) 363-3920 for details*
 

Victoria Buda's Academy of Theatrical Arts:  We are now accepting registration for our Spring Performance Program for ages 7-13.  BIGS classes for students 14 begin in January. Miss Vic, Artistic Director/Founder is currently directing Seussical the Musical Junior at OSMS which runs January 13th and 14th and Secret Garden at VVS High School which runs March 2nd and 3rd.  Please check the website www.dramaroom.org, email missvicsdrama@yahoo.com or call 917-691-1503 for more information.  

Colosseo’s Italian Restaurant:  We are open for lunch and dinner seven days a week and catering is available.  Please call (315) 363-9076 or visit www.colosseos.com for more information.

Sherrill Auto Repair & Machine:  We are committed to providing excellent customer service and serving the community.  Owned and operated by Sherrill resident Jon Musgrove and partner Rob DuBuke the repair shop offers services including NYS Inspections, brake service, oil changes, transmission repair, tire sales & service, and machine work.  Courtesy transportation can also be provided for customers needing a lift to work or back home.  Those employed at any Sherrill business are entitled to a 10% discount off their repair bill and Senior Citizens of the Silver City are also eligible for special discounts.  Call (315)367-0053 or visit them online www.sherrillauto.com. 
Sherrill-Kenwood Free Library Celebrates 100 Years!

The Sherrill-Kenwood Free Library will be celebrating its centennial in 2012 so watch for exciting events throughout the year!

 Grant News: The library has been awarded a grant in the amount of $2,584 from The Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida Counties, Inc.  These funds will be used to upgrade technology used by the staff at the library, enabling the staff to continue to effectively support the community.  The Foundation has made more than 4,300 grants totaling over $34.3 million in support of causes ranging from education to health care, the arts to the environment.  Grants are generated by the more that 270 funds that comprise The Foundation’s endowment, established and advanced by area individuals and families.

100 Books for 100 Years:  We are hoping to raise enough money through your generous donations to purchase 100 “centennial” books for the library. We will be purchasing a large selection of books including fiction, non-fiction, classics, new releases, adult books, and children’s books with these donations. A donation of $25 will support the purchase of one of these centennial books.  Donors will be recognized on a plaque to be hung in the library.  Call or stop by the library for more information or to donate!  

 
Be a Friend: Funding for public libraries continues to be cut.  If you would like to maintain and enhance the services of our library, please come to the steering committee to form a Friends of the Library group.  The first meeting will be held Wednesday, January 4 @ 6:30pm.  In case of inclement weather, the meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 11 @ 6:30pm.

Make a Flake: Stop by the library in January and make a snowflake to be hung in our windows throughout the winter.  Let’s make enough to represent the 100 years the library has been part of the community!

 

 January Family Movie Night: Join us on January 10th at 6:00 for a showing of the movie Dolphin Tale and free popcorn!   
Book Signing: Local author Jim Furney will be available on Saturday, January 21st at 11:00 am.  His books “Uncertain Roads” and “The Road Back” will be available to purchase.  

 How to Download eBooks & Audiobooks Course January 23 at 6:00 pm: The course walks participants through the very simple steps of downloading eBooks and Audiobooks to a computer, e-reader, or other mobile device. Space is limited, so please call the library today to register!

 

Get Organized: Did you make a New Year’s Resolution to be more organized?  Or are you just sick and tired of the piles of stuff that seem to collect everywhere?  Come to our Get Organized workshop on Saturday, January 28 at 11:00 and learn some great tips from Wendy Eden of Harmonizing Your Home!
February Book Discussion: The book discussion group will meet at the library on Wednesday, February 8th at 6:30 pm.  The group will be reading A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith.  All are welcome to join the group, so stop by the library and pick up a copy!

 
Family Story Hour: This story hour for toddlers, preschoolers and family members is held at 11:00 on Tuesday mornings.  Join us for some great stories, songs, rhymes, and crafts!
Oneida County Office for the Aging Chronic Disease Self-Management Workshop: Coming soon, dates to be determined. Register at the library or call (315) 798-5456 and ask for Valerie for more details. 

Check Out What’s On Display: Each month we have new artists, authors, and books on display.  In January we will have artwork from the VVS High School students as well as a collection of arrowheads provided by Larry Trexler.
Sherrill-Kenwood Free Library Continued
Zumba for Kids:  Classes for children ages 7-15 will be held Fridays, 4:00 - 4:45, starting January 6. Move, groove, shake and exercise with great and fun songs! Classes are $12/month or $4/class with a portion of the proceeds being donated to the library.  Call today to sign up!  Space is limited.  
 

Zumba Gold Classes:  Zumba Gold Chair Classes will be held at the library on Thursdays at 10:45 am.  This class targets older participants, those with disabilities, and those who are just starting their fitness journey.  No experience is needed, just come, have fun and get an amazing workout!  Classes are $20/month or $6/week with a portion of the proceeds being donated to the library.  Call today to sign up!

 

Watercolor Classes: Watercolor classes are offered from 1:00 – 4:00 on Tuesdays and 6:30 – 9:30 on Thursdays.  These eight-week classes are $80.  Tuesday classes are full for the winter session, call the library if you would like to be added to a waiting list for the spring session or are interested in the Thursday class.
One-on-One Computer Classes: One-on-one computer classes for senior citizens are available at 1:00 and 2:00 on Fridays.  Courses are $20/hr with a portion of the proceeds being donated to the library.  Choose from: Basic Photo Editing, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Computer Keyboarding, Introduction to Facebook, How to create your own Free Website, Introduction to email, All you want to know about Google, Microsoft Power Point, Office Computer Skills (almost all of the above, 4 hrs), Introduction to YouTube and how to share your pictures, movie and music on YouTube (4 hrs).  Call today to sign up!

Children’s Story Hour: Kids in grades K-2 can join Miss Jess for some stories by our favorite authors, along with songs, snacks, crafts, games and much more!  This story hour will be held from 10:00 – 11:00 on Saturdays- January 21, February 11, and March 24

Space is limited so call the library today to register!

Activities at the Library During Mid-Winter Break!

 All ages welcome!
Tuesday, February 21: 12:00pm- Snow Festival!  Weather permitting, we will be building snowmen outside of the library.  Dress warmly!  After building our snowmen we will have hot cocoa, milk, and cookies while we warm up and listen to some snowy stories!  2:00pm- See the movie, read the book!  Today’s movie will be Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  There will be snacks and attendees will have a chance to win the book! 

 
Wednesday, February 22: 2:00pm- See the movie, read the book!  Today’s movie will be Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  There will be snacks and attendees will have a chance to win a copy of the book! 

 
Thursday, February 23: 12:00pm- Lego Day!  Let’s get creative!  Stop by the library and build something amazing!  There will be blocks for all age groups.

2:00pm- See the movie, read the book!  Today’s movie will be Cat in the Hat.  There will be snacks and attendees will have a chance to win the book! 

            

Friday, February 24: 2:00pm- See the movie, read the book!  Today’s movie will be Charlotte’s Web.  There will be snacks and attendees will have a chance to win a copy of the book! 

  

Writer’s Workshop:  Kids in grades 3-6 can join Miss Jess for a writer’s workshop from 11:30 – 12:30 on Saturdays- January 21, February 11, and March 24

Space is limited so call the library today to register!

 
Teen Advisory Group:  Come join the library’s Teen Advisory Group and help make the library a place for teens!  Call or stop by if you’re interested in participating!
Please stop by or call the library (363-5980) 
or visit www.sherrillkenwoodlibrary.org for further information or to suggest future programming ideas!
City of Sherrill Community Activity Center
139 East Hamilton Avenue, (315) 363-6525

Community Coffee Hour: The CAC is open for coffee weekday mornings from 8:00am-11:00am.  Stop in and see your neighbors!
Oneida County Office for the Aging at the CAC:  Please stop by the first Wednesday of every month, starting February 1, at 10:30am.  The office is able to provide people ages 60 and over and people of any age with disabilities, with many services including: home delivered meals, personal care assistance, HEAP, food stamps, medicare assistance, medical transportation, caregiver support, and more.  
Fiber Fans CNY at the CAC:  Join this group on Monday nights, 5:30pm-8:00pm for a little fiber fun- knitting, crocheting, felting, weaving, spinning, etc.  Everyone is welcome!

CAC Craft and Chat Group:  Come join this group the first and third Wednesday of each month, 11:00am-1:00pm, to knit, sew, or create any other craft.  Buy lunch at the CAC or bring your own. All are welcome!
Indoor Walking in the CAC Gym: Come use the gym at the CAC to walk. Please call or check the website for hours, as they may vary depending on other activities.
Tot Time: This is a self-monitored program for parents to bring their children, ages 6 and younger, for indoor play in the gym, Monday-Friday 9:30am-12:00pm.  
Adult Exercise Classes: Please contact the instructors for fees, to register, and for more information.  

Zumba Gold- Tuesday and Thursday 8:30am-9:30am, Esther Rosbrook, (315) 264-2511; Zumba- Tuesday 7:00pm-8:00pm, Sue Crawford, (315) 953-4031; Zumba- Thursday 6:00pm-7:00pm, Liz Rocker, (315) 264-0979; Bone Builders- Strength Training for the Older Adult, Monday 10:30am, Karen, (315) 223-3973
Senior Bowling Discount:  Wednesdays, 11:00am-2:00pm, Bowl for $1.50 per game!

Running Group:  Interested in meeting at the CAC for group runs? Email sgetman@sherrillny.org for details about this group.
Open Bowling Hours:  Fridays 9:00pm-11:00pm and
Saturdays, 12:00pm-5:00pm and 9:00pm-11:00pm

Call or check the website for monthly updates.

Skateboarders:  It was great to see skateboarders enjoying the skate park.  The City of Sherrill is planning for next season and welcomes feedback from residents about the park.  Please email suggestions and comments to sgetman@sherrillny.org.
Oneida County Rabies Clinic:  There will be a rabies clinic at the CAC on February 22 from 5:00pm-7:00pm.  All cats, dogs and ferrets three months or older must be vaccinated even if they stay indoors.  Every dog and cat needs two rabies vaccinations one year apart.  After that they need one every three years in order to receive a three year certificate.  Prior proof of vaccination must be shown.  Ferrets must be vaccinated every year.  Dogs should be on a leash and cats and ferrets should be in a carrier or pillowcase.  No exams will be given.  A $10 donation per pet is suggested to defray costs.  For additional information please call (315) 798-5064.
Winter Lectures at the CAC:  Join us for these free lectures upstairs at the CAC.  Wednesday January 25, 6:30pm, Oneida County Office For The Aging presents An Overview of Services- Come learn about services in the area for yourself or a loved one, Wednesday February 22, 6:30pm, Colleen Bennett, KEYS Program Founder presents a workshop- Music Heals, Wednesday February 29, 6:30pm, Joe Shay, City of Sherrill Mayor 2002-2012 will share stories and pictures of his travels! If you are interested in being a volunteer guest lecturer please contact Sara Getman, 363-6525.
City of Sherrill Spring Bowling Tournament:  There will be a bowling tournament at the CAC in April.  Please check the website or call or stop for details and to register.
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Thank You Reception!
The Sherrill City Commission will present Mayor Shay and Commissioner Brewer with commendations for their service to the City.  The ceremony will be follow the Commission's meeting at 7PM January 9th in City Court.  The public is cordially invited.

Another Thank You
The O’Hara family would like to recognize Sarah Macrina who can often be seen walking and picking up litter around town.  We thank her for helping keep our city clean!
Facebook, Website and our Email List

Please like the City of Sherrill’s new official Facebook page!  Look for the picture of the gazebo.  Please check the City of Sherrill website, www.sherrillny.org for the most up-to-date information and sign up for our email list to receive updates about city happenings!
More things to look forward to…
-Look for updates about a Spring Break program for kids at the CAC on the website later this year.
-Stone Brothers Farm and Greenhouse will be offering a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) pick up again at the Sherrill Farmer’s Market this spring. 
-The 2012 Gorman Foundation sponsored summer concert series concerts will start earlier, at 6:30pm.

-Mark your calendars for the annual City of Sherrill fireworks display Saturday July 28, 2012!
-Also mark your calendars for the annual Park Festival Saturday August 11, 2012. There will also be a 5K race! 
-The Sherrill Merchant’s Association will sell flags again this year to commemorate September 11, 2001 and honor individuals and groups who have served our country and community.  
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