REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 10, 2017

A regular meeting of the Sherrill City Commission was held at 7:00 p.m. on April 10, 2017.  Present were Mayor W. Vineall, Commissioners T. Dixon, P. Hubbard, J. Merrill, J. Gilbert, City Manager R. Comis and City Clerk M. Holmes. 

MINUTES


Motion was made by P. Hubbard and seconded by T. Dixon that the minutes of the previous regular meeting be approved as written.

AYES:  Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill Gilbert, Vineall
BILLS


Motion was made by J. Merrill and seconded by J. Gilbert that the following bills be approved for payment and W. Vineall be authorized to sign the warrant.

	        Fund
	Warrant No.
	Date
	                 Dollars

	City Claims on
	7
	4/10/17
	$66,632.66

	Sewer Claims on
	7
	          4/10/17
	$17,787.48

	P&L Claims on
	7
	4/10/17
	$40,384.09

	Trust & Agency Claims on
	             7
	4/10/17
	$1,194.00


AYES:  Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall
SEQRA RESOLUTION

R. Comis reported that because the City is looking to potentially bond for some DPW building renovations that a State Environmental Quality Review Act process should be complete.  He distributed the appropriate paper work for the City Commission to review and answer appropriately.  The following motion was moved by T. Dixon and seconded by P. Hubbard:
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission of the City of Sherrill, Oneida County, as follows:

Section 1.
It is hereby determined that the City Commission adopting this resolution has declared itself to be the lead agency under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the regulations promulgated thereunder for purposes of determining the environmental impact of the project described in Section 3 hereof and completed a coordinated review.

Section 2.
It is hereby determined that the project described in Section 3 hereof is an Unlisted Action which, it has been determined will not have a significant adverse impact upon the environment, as provided in the short environmental assessment form attached hereto and hereby made a part hereof.

Section 3.
The project which is the subject of this resolution is described as follows:

Reconstruction of the Department of Public Works garage at 210 Elmwood Place, including original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, and incidental improvements and expenses in connection therewith.

Section 4.
This resolution shall take effect immediately.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:

Commissioner Dixon voting AYE
Commissioner Hubbard voting AYE
Commissioner Merrill voting AYE
Commissioner Gilbert voting AYE
Mayor  Vineall voting AYE
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

BOND RESOLUTION – DPW RENOVATIONS
The following resolution was offered by Commissioner J. Merrill, who moved its adoption, seconded by Commissioner T. Dixon, to wit:

BOND RESOLUTION DATED APRIL 10, 2017.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE reCONSTRUCTION OF the department of public works garage on 210 elmwood place, IN AND FOR THE CITY OF SHERRILL, ONEIDA COUNTY, NEW YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $600,000, AND AUTHORIZING, subject to permissive referendum,  THE ISSUANCE OF $600,000 BONDS OF SAID CITY TO PAY THE COST THEREOF.

WHEREAS, the capital project hereinafter described, as proposed, has been determined to be an Unlisted Action pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, which it has been determined will not have a significant adverse impact upon the environment; and

WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the financing of such capital project; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the City Commission of the City of Sherrill, Oneida County, New York, as follows:

Section 1.
The reconstruction of the Department of Public Works garage at 210 Elmwood Place, including original equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, and incidental improvements and expenses in connection therewith, in and for the City of Sherrill, Oneida County, New York, is hereby authorized, subject to permissive referendum, at a maximum estimated cost of $600,000.

Section 2.
The plan for the financing of such maximum estimated cost is by the issuance of $600,000 bonds of said City hereby authorized to be issued therefor pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 3.
It is hereby further determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid specific object or purpose is ten years, pursuant to subdivision 12(a)(3) of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law.  It is hereby further determined that the maximum maturity of the serial bonds herein authorized will exceed five years.

Section 4.
The faith and credit of said City of Sherrill, Oneida County, New York, are hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such year.  To the extent not paid from other sources, there shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property of said City, a tax sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same become due and payable.

Section 5.
Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the City Comptroller, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said City Comptroller, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 6.
All other matters except as provided herein relating to the bonds herein authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the City Comptroller, the chief fiscal officer of such City.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the City Comptroller shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 7.
The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said City is not authorized to expend money, or

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this Resolution are not substantially complied with, 

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.

Section 8.
This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein.

Section 9.
Upon this resolution taking effect, the same shall be published in summary form in the Oneida Daily Dispatch, which is hereby designated as the official newspaper of said City for such purpose, together with a notice of the City Clerk in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law.

Section 10.
THIS RESOLUTION IS ADOPTED SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM in accordance with Local Law No. 2 for the year 1959 as amended by Local Law No. 2 for the year 1969.  Within three days hereof, the City Clerk is hereby directed to have published in the Oneida Daily Dispatch, the official newspaper of the City, and posted on the official signboard a notice setting forth the date of adoption and a summary or abstract hereof.
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:   

Commissioner  Dixon voting AYE
Commissioner Hubbard voting AYE
Commissioner Merrill voting AYE
Commissioner Gilbert voting AYE
Mayor Vineall voting AYE
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.
AUTHORIZE TO BID – DPW RENOVATIONS


R. Comis reported that the plans for the DPW renovation are almost complete and he was looking for authorization to go to bid on the project with the flexibility to set the bid date realizing that the commission has to approve the award.  Motion was made by J. Gilbert and seconded by P. Hubbard to go out to bid for the DPW renovations.

AYES:  Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT – LIGHT BAR

R. Comis reported that the light bar has been removed from the Tahoe and is no longer of use to the City and had minimal re sale valve.  The Oneida Castle Fire Department has a need for the light bar.  Motion was made by T. Dixon and seconded by J. Merrill to declare the light bar as Surplus equipment to donate it to the Oneida Castle Fire Department for their use.
AYES:  Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Motion was made by W. Vineall and seconded by W. Vineall and seconded by J. Gilbert to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters regarding the City Manager position.

AYES: Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

Motion was made by W. Vineall and seconded by J. Gilbert to reconvene the regular meeting.

AYES: Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

CIVIL SERVICE JOB CLASSIFICATION


M. Holmes reported that he distributed a copy of a proposed new non-competitive job classification for the City of Sherrill. The position is for an Assistant City Manager and would only be filled by the commission on an as needed basis.  If approved the city would consider appointing Robert Comis as the Assistant City Manager temporary to aid in the transfer in a new City Manager the Assistant City Manager would have no City Manager or Deputy City Manager powers unless either of those two current position were unavailable.  Motion was made by J. Merrill and seconded by P. Hubbard to adopt the following job classification as on Assistant City Manager.

Assistant City Manager

General Statement of Duties:

Under the general direction of the City Manager, is responsible for assisting the City Manager in administering all phases of City government operations within policies by the City Commission and the City Charter; performs related work as required.

Distinguishing Features of the Class:

As Assistant City Manager, the incumbent’s duties and responsibilities are similar and parallel to those of the City Manager. The work is performed in a close confidential relationship with the City Manager.  In this capacity, the incumbent may be assigned specific areas of responsibilities, acting directly for the City Manager, such as negotiating contracts, coordinating city’s purchasing, long range capital improvements planning, coordinating public safety, etc. The Assistant City Manager shall be deemed not to have powers and authorities bestowed to the City Manager or Deputy City Manager by the City Charter unless acting in both their absence. This position is appointed on an as needed basis by the City Commission.

Examples of Work:

Assists the City Manager in all phases of City government administration and execution of assigned programs and special projects.

Plans and directs the actions of Department Heads as directed by the City Manager.

Assists in preparing and implementing the City’s annual operating budgets with general direction from the City Manager.

Assists in supervising budget execution and assists in long range program and Capital planning.

Attends City Commission meetings, recommends measures of improvement and efficiencies of municipal services and operations.

May be assigned to serve as Acting City Manager in the City Manager’s and Deputy City Manager’s absence

Required Knowledges, Skills and Abilities:

Through knowledge of the principles and practices of municipal management; through knowledge of the channels of intergovernmental relations, especially those concerned with assistance to municipalities; considerable knowledge of municipal law; ability to plan and direct the work of a large staff of professional, technical and other persons engaged in the operation of a full range of municipal activities; ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with Commissioners, municipal officers and employees, representatives of other governments, civil organizations, the communications media and the public.

Acceptable Training and Experience: 

1. Graduation from an accredited four-year college or university, and five (5) years’ experience as a municipal department head or supervisory experience.

2.  Any equivalent combination of training and experience as indicated in 1.
AYES: Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

CITY MANAGER


Motion was made by T. Dixon and seconded by P. Hubbard to appoint Brandon Lovett as City Manager effective April 17, 2017.

AYES:  Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

CITY MANAGER – RESIGNATION 


R. Comis has submitted a letter of resignation effectively April 16, 2017.  Motion was made by J. Gilbert and seconded by J. Merrill to accept the resignation of R. Comis who was acting in the interim.

AYES:  Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER


Motion was made by J. Merrill and seconded by J. Gilbert to appoint R. Comis as Assistant City Manager effective April 17, 2017.

AYES:  Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

TOWN OF VERNON


R. Comis reported that the City Commission and Town Board of the Town of Vernon met jointly on April 5, 2017 to discuss preliminarily the topic of the City of Sherrill “seceding” from the Town of Vernon.  The topic has come up a number of times throughout the last 30 years or so and it would eliminate the City of Sherrill being the only city of New York’s 62 cities that is part of a Town. The meeting was amicable and preliminary for future discussions.

Motion was made by J. Merrill seconded by T. Dixon to adjourn.

AYES:  Dixon, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall



Michael  Holmes




City Clerk

