REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 26, 2015

A regular meeting of the Sherrill City Commission was held at 7:00 p.m. on January 26, 2015.  Present were Mayor W. Vineall, Commissioners M. Hennessy, P. Hubbard, J. Merrill, J. Gilbert, City M. Sayles and City Clerk M. Holmes. 

MINUTES


Motion was made by J. Merrill and seconded by P. Hubbard that the minutes of the previous regular meeting be approved as written.

AYES:  Hennessy, Hubbard, Merrill, Vineall
ABSTAIN: Gilbert

BILLS


Motion was made by M. Hennessy and seconded by J. Merrill that the following bills be approved for payment and W. Vineall be authorized to sign the warrant.

	        Fund
	Warrant No.
	Date
	                 Dollars

	City Claims on
	2
	1/26/15
	$40,872.07

	Sewer Claims on
	2
	          1/26/15
	$25,285.97

	P&L Claims on
	2
	1/26/15
	$217,739.76

	Trust & Agency Claims on
	             2
	1/26/15
	$1,760.00


AYES:  Hennessy, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall
SHERRILL RESIDENT


Gary Salm, 422 Betsinger Rd., was present to inquire about the tiered electric rate structure for the residential class and why it is in place and why the larger rate is in place over the “base” tier. Salm had previously in the day been in to the Utility Board meeting, and, according to him, the board took no action or answered his questions.  M. Holmes reported that he had this conversation with Mr. Salm a couple of weeks ago and at that time explained that the tiered rate was implemented in 2007 with the previous rate study. Holmes, also stated that the Utility Board did answer his questions but agreed that they took no official action as there was no action to take.  The electric utility rates are developed, approved and can only be changed with the New York Power Authority’s approval. Holmes again addressed the question of a two tier rate system by pointing out that back in 2007 the system met or exceeded its hydro power allotment.  Once over the allotment, more expensive power for the system needed to be purchased.   So a two tier rate was development which was $.01/kWh higher than the “first” tier.  Holmes explained that after the utility board meeting earlier, he went back to look at his 2007 rate case files.  One item of note that he remembered based on his review of old files was the second tier rate was applied to consumption over 3,500 kWh in the two month cycle.  Holmes, reviewed the March and April billing data and noted that the average kWh consumption for those two (winter) billing periods to be 3,300 and 2,990 respectively.  Additionally, roughly 65% of the customers were under that average for the billing period.  Holmes also noted that for the entire 2006 data year 9,225 bills were generated and the average bill for the entire year was 2,727 kWh so 3,500 kWh was decided upon for the start of the second tier. Holmes also noted that during this 2013/2014 rate study an across the board 15.9% increase in kWh was implemented and there were no real discussions of changing it. If changed the elimination of the “second” tier would then generate a much greater than 15.9% increased for all the lower energy users.  Additionally, it was explained that NYPA, our regulator, authorized the rate study which took 15-18 months so they would not be inclined to start another study on the heels of the one approved on December 16, 2014.  The Utility Board and City Commission could and would take his comments into consideration at the next rate study likely years in the future.
STOP DWI CNTRACT


M. Holmes reported that the city has received the annual Stop DWI contract from Oneida County.  It provides for up to $1,560 of reimbursable expenses by the city for the Stop DWI program.  Motion was made by J. Gilbert and seconded by J. Merrill that the City Manager be authorized to execute the contract.

AYES:  Hennessy, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall

Motion was made by J. Merrill seconded by P. Hubbard to adjourn.

AYES:  Hennessy, Hubbard, Merrill, Gilbert, Vineall



Michael  Holmes




City Clerk

