City of Sherrill

Winter 2011
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Skating Rink Hours . . . . . Ice has been established and skating will continue as long as possible at the following tentative hours:

     Weekdays . . . . . . . . .
3:00 PM -   9:00 PM


Fridays  . . . . .. . . . .
3:00 PM - 10:00 PM


Saturdays  . . . . . . . 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM


Sundays  . . . . . . . . …Noon    -    9:00 PM


Holidays  . . . . . . . .11:00 AM - 10:00 PM


Snow Days  . . . . . .11:00 AM -   9:00 PM

During any school breaks, we will try to keep the rink open from 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM.

Remember – If you see the STOP sign out at the skating shack, the ice is not fit to skate on and the rink is closed.

Skating with hockey sticks and puck passing, etc. can be done at times when the rink is not crowded.  However, hockey games are not allowed on the rink at anytime.


*All skating, is of course, at your own risk.

*Horseplay of any type, should it occur, will not be tolerated and could result in banishment from the rink. 

Rabies Clinic

Oneida County will be sponsoring a rabies vaccination clinic at the Sherrill CAC on February 16th from 5-7 p.m.  A $10.00 donation per pet is suggested to defray costs.  (Snow date is February 17th)
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GARBAGE PICK-UP CHANGES………

Residents are asked to note the following 2011 date changes for garbage pick-up for some future (holiday) dates.

Normal Pick-up date

New Pick-up date
Feb. 21 (Monday)

Feb. 22 (Tuesday)
May 30 (Monday)

May 31 (Tuesday)

July 4 (Monday)

July 5 (Tuesday)
Sept. 5 (Monday)

Sept. 6 (Tuesday)

Dec. 26 (Monday)

Dec. 27 (Tuesday)
Jan. 2 (Monday)

Jan. 3 (Tuesday)
Please make a note of these changes.  Additionally, garbage pick-up in the Village of Vernon changes from Thursday, November 24 to Tuesday, November 22.

The City Transfer Station is open on Saturdays only from 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. until the spring.  The city also plans a curbside white goods pickup at a date to be announced later this year.  Watch in the next city newsletter for more details.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
The "fabulous" fireworks display will be held on Saturday, July 30th.  As has been the tradition, the fireworks will be preceded by an entertaining concert at the gazebo.

ASSESSOR’S NEWS
March 1, 2011 is the deadline this year for filing certain property tax exemption applications with the Assessor’s office.  Many exemptions do not automatically renew each year.  Two of these are the Senior Citizen’s exemption and the Enhanced STAR exemption, which both require annual renewal applications and proof of qualifying income levels.

The Senior Citizen’s exemption, with far lower income limits than the Enhanced STAR exemption, is based on 2010 income. (Previous year income with previous year expenses can be used if 2010 is not available)  Therefore, if you are interested in the Senior Citizen’s exemption, you must provide proof of your 2010 income.  Form SS 1099 (Social Security) is one of the documents, in addition to tax returns, often needed to prove your income level.  Please also remember to bring in receipts for out-of-pocket expenses including dental, health insurance premium payments, eyeglasses, hearing aids and others as defined by the Internal Revenue Service.  All un-reimbursed medical expenses allowed by the IRS will be considered. These expenses, if permitted, are used to offset income.  

Enhanced STAR qualification is based upon age and 2009 income.  Those applying for a new or renewed Enhanced STAR exemption may elect to participate in a voluntary program whereby the Assessor’s office is automatically notified in future years by the State regarding the income eligibility of the applicant(s).  This “automatic” process is only useful for those filing New York State income tax returns.  Applications for the so-called “Income Verification Program” are available at the Assessor’s office.  This “automatic” process cannot be used for any other income-related exemption application such as and including the Senior Citizen’s exemption application.

The Basic STAR property tax exemption, although very easy to qualify for (no income limit for instance), must be applied for, although renewal is not necessary.  If you have recently purchased a residence in Sherrill or have not previously applied for the Basic STAR exemption, you may qualify for this significant property tax exemption designed to lower your school tax bill.  The residence MUST be your primary residence to qualify for Basic STAR.

Bob Comis, Assessor for the City of Sherrill, has established the following dates and times to process exemptions by the March 1st deadline:  JANUARY 20, 21, 27 & 28 AND FEBRUARY 4, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 & 17 FROM 9 A.M. – NOON; ALSO FEBRUARY 22, 23, & 24 FROM 9 – 2 PM.  If Changes to this schedule are needed, they will be posted on the City’s website at www.sherrillny.org.  Bob is at City Hall Monday thru Friday and for your convenience an appointment can be scheduled for other days or times.  Please contact him at 363-2440 with questions or to schedule an appointment. 

For those property owners considering construction this upcoming year, you are welcome to meet with Bob and discuss the potential change to your City assessed value.

For your convenience, the Town of Vernon Assessor’s Office, located in the Town Hall in Vernon (next to the elementary school) welcomes inquiries and visits from all town property owners, residents, and taxpayers (including those in Sherrill). Sherrill residents can receive some of the same services that they receive from the Sherrill Assessor’s Office at the Vernon Assessor’s office, including assistance relating to exemption applications.  The Vernon Assessor’s hours are Monday-Thursday from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm through the month of February.  Frank Laguzza is the Chairman of the Town of Vernon Board of Assessors.  You may contact him at 829-2587.
The Water Department and the Sherrill-Kenwood Volunteer Fire Department would like to ask that residents not throw snow onto fire hydrants when shoveling their sidewalks and driveways.  A note to those whose driveways or parking lots are plowed:  Please be careful of fire hydrants at the perimeters.  Also, special thanks to all those residents who conscientiously keep city fire hydrants clear of snow.  Remember:  The house you save may be your own (or your neighbor’s)!

Notes and News from “The Hall” …

· City Commission meetings are at City Hall in the City Court room on the 2nd and 4th Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m.  The schedule may fluctuate June, July and August.  Contact City Hall for the summer schedule.  The current City Commission is comprised of the following individuals:


Joseph Shay, Mayor
363-9234


William Vineall, Dep. Mayor
361-5375


Dr. Schiele (Bill) Brewer
363-2993


Jeffrey Gilbert
363-9654


Jason Merrill
361-5242

· City Planning Board meetings are at City Hall on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

· The Sherrill Power & Light’s Utility Board meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 3:30 p.m. at City Hall.

· The Sherrill-Kenwood Water District’s Board meets at City Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 9:00 a.m.

· City Budget . . . . . . . . The 2011 City budget was passed at the December 13th public hearing.  The tax rate remains at $7.02 per $1,000 of assessment.   Tax bills will be mailed out the first of March and are due March 31 without penalty.
POWER & LIGHT NEWS:

Electrical emergencies should be reported to Sherrill Power & Light at 363-0780; this number is available 24 hours per day, seven days a week.

Please let us know if you have special needs (medical or otherwise) that place you in particular danger in the event of electrical service interruptions.  We will attempt to address your needs before those of others without special circumstances.  Call 363-0780 to report your situation.
From the Police Blotter . . . . . . . 

Ambrose-Searles ‘Move Over Act’

Effective January 1, 2011

This new law protects law enforcement officers and emergency workers stopped along roadways while performing their duties.  Drivers must use due care when approaching an emergency vehicle that displays red and/or white emergency lighting.

· On all roads and highways, drivers must reduce speed;

· On parkways and other controlled access highways with multiple lanes, drivers must move from the lane immediately adjacent to the emergency vehicle, unless traffic or other hazards exist to prevent doing so safely.

Penalties:

· Fine of up to $275, plus mandatory court surcharges

· Two points on the driver’s license record

Winter Safety

· In event of a winter storm – Do not drive unless necessary.

· Stock your vehicle with “survival gear” such as: blankets, shovel, flashlight, tire chains, quick energy foods……

· Keep your gas tank full to prevent gasoline freeze-up.

Keep Winter Fun – Safety Tips
· Do not use streets for sledding

· Do not sled on icy hills

· Avoid sledding over snow bumps or anything that could cause the sled to go airborne

· Never sled alone

· Do not let children skate on ponds unsupervised

· Remember ice thickness is never consistent on lakes and ponds

· Do not skate on cracks, seams, slushy and darker areas that signify thinner ice

· Dress in multiple lightweight layers to stay warm and dry

Snowmobiling 
· Do not use a snowmobile to pull a sled or skiers

· Travel at safe speeds

· Stay on marked trails

· Never use alcohol or other drugs before or during snowmobiling

· Snowmobiles must be registered in NY and display the numbers on the vertical plane of the cowling or hood, failure to do so may result in a $200 fine

· You must wear a helmet whether you are the operator or passenger of the snowmobile

TAKE NOTE……………………….…………..

Remember ashes from your fireplace and woodstove can remain hot for days and thus, can be very dangerous if placed with the garbage.  Ashes may be brought to the Public Works Garage at no charge or they can be spread on your garden.

Oneida County Clerk Sandy DePerno striving to increase customer service announces the start of a new service for our DMV customers who utilize the Sherrill Satellite Office.  The Sherrill Satellite DMV Office which is located at the City of Sherrill Municipal Building, 377 Sherrill Road, Sherrill NY now offers a DMV Drop Box.  DMV customers who are looking to renew registrations or license can just place their paperwork in an envelope with a check or money order and leave it in the drop box.  This drop box will afford our DMV customers with 24 hour service, DMV employees will collect and process paperwork on Thursdays, and have it mailed back to you the next business day, unlike the two week or longer wait time you have sending to State DMV.  This secure drop/deposit box is the City’s night drop located on the parking lot side of the City of Sherrill Municipal Building.  This drop box will not only get you faster service, but you will help keep your tax dollars local.  The County does not receive any revenue when you choose to go on-line or mail to State DMV.  Please note that in the event VVS Schools are closed on a Thursday, due to weather, DMV cancels their hours at City Hall for that day. 

Effective January 1, 2011 the State of New York shifted the responsibility of issuing dog licenses to the individual municipalities.  The City of Sherrill like all other local municipal governments were saddled with additional costs for mailing renewal notifications, late notices, dog license tags and administrating the database of Sherrill dogs.  The City of Sherrill has modified its local ordinance to reflect the new responsibilities and fee structure.  All dogs (over 4 months old) harbored in the city must be licensed at City Hall.  Proof of rabies shot is also required.  The fees are $12 for spayed and neutered dogs and $25 for unsprayed/unneutered. 

The City of Sherrill welcomes Sara Getman as Recreation Supervisor.  Sara will be creating new programs for the city and coordinating and supporting those that already exist.  Sara grew up in Sherrill attended and graduated from  VVS.  She received her bachelor’s degree from Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut where she studied sociology and then she moved to New York City where she earned her master's degree in education.  Sara has taught and led programs in schools for the past nine and a half years.  She brings her experiences in education, working with community members and collaborating with organizations to this position.  She is committed to working diligently to provide quality activities, services and facilities to all community members to continue to make Sherrill a great place to live, work and play.  Please feel free to contact Sara at sgetman@sherrillny.org. or 363-6525 at the CAC.
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The City of Sherrill and the Sherrill Kenwood Water District would like to wish Warren Talbot the best of luck in all his future endeavors and a happy and healthy retirement.  Warren retired from his position as Superintendent of the Sherrill Kenwood Water District on December 30, 2010.  Warren a dedicated employee for over 34 year and his vast knowledge of the system will be missed (but the district can take comfort in the fact that he and his family still reside on E. Hamilton Ave and we know his phone number!!).  Again we all wish Warren and his family the best.

Welcome to the neighborhood……

Noble Wood Shavings has started building its facility within Sherrill Manufacturing.  They will be producing the finest quality bagged wood shavings for sale throughout Central New York.  Their specialty will be product targeted to the Equine Industry with an emphasis on quality, consistency and availability.  Unique to the area, Noble Wood Shavings will be employing 3-5 People and is honored to be part of the community!

They should be in full operation by Spring.  To find out more, you can go to www.noblewoodshavings.com, or call them at (315) 813-3221.

Community Happenings . . .
(Editor’s Note:  Space in the newsletter may be obtained by civic organizations, churches, charities and other not-for-profit groups who wish to publicize upcoming events.  The City does not endorse any group or encourage participation in any event.  The purpose of this section is for information only.  The City reserves the right not to print any material submitted for reasons based on content, space limitation, newsletter deadlines, etc.)
Brunch at the Sherrill American Legion Post sponsored by Sherrill Post 230 Bowlers will be held on Sunday, January 30th  from 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Menu is ALL YOU CAN EAT!  

Adults
             $7.00

Seniors
$6.50

Children 5-12
 $5.00
   
Under 5
FREE
Upcoming brunch dates: February 13, March 13 and April 17.

Gethsemane Episcopal Church announces “Italian Night” for Valentine’s Day weekend.  Saturday, February 12 come enjoy a Baked Ziti dinner, including tossed Salad, desserts and beverage.  Ziti courtesy of Colosseo Ristorante Italiano.  Cost $10 per person, Seniors (65 and older) $8, children 5-12 $5, under 5 is free.  Eat in or take out serving begins at 4:30 and runs until it is sold out.  Call 363-3244 for more information.

Sherrill-Kenwood Free Library
Fine Policy - Effective January 1, 2011 fines will be increased from $0.05 to $0.10 per item up to a maximum of $5.00.  Video and DVD fines remain the same at $1.00 per day per video with maximum of $5.00 per item.  Printing cost for computer printouts and copies will increase from $0.15 to $0.25 per page.

New Website - The library’s new website address is www.sherrillkenwoodlibrary.org.  The new website to be up and running in the near future and we continue to tweak the final product.  Visit the new design and find out what is happening at the library.  Our new website will continue to navigate visitors to the Mid-York Library System to access all services.  The newest service to library patrons is the expanded eBooks available to download.  The new service powered by OverDrive is free for patrons with their library card.       

Art Display – Students who participated in Linda Evan’s Fall Watercolor Classes held at the library will have their artwork on display for the month of January.  Also, Antony Galbraith will be featuring his needle felt projects in the library’s display case for the month.

Snowman Quilt Raffle – Sherrill resident Kathy Hill generously donated a handmade quilt with a counted cross-stitch design of the children’s classic “The Snowman” by Raymond Briggs.  Tickets are available at the library and at Kathy’s hair salon for $1/each or $5/6 tickets.  The winner will be drawn on February 2nd.

Book Group will meet on Wednesday, February 2nd at 6:30 p.m. to discuss “The Bell Jar” by Sylvia Plath.  The novel tells the story of a gifted young woman’s mental breakdown during a summer internship as a junior editor at a magazine in New York City in the early 1950s.  Copies are available at the library for those interested in joining the discussion.
